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UNIFORM MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTS AND 
STATISTICS. 



REPORT OK THE COMMITTEE. 



At the last meeting of the Association your committee 
submitted a report in which the work needing to be done 
to secure a uniform system of municipal accounts and 
statistics was reviewed, the part in that work which 
might best be undertaken by this committee was dis- 
cussed, and certain conclusions were stated. 1 

The report was supplemented by two appendices en- 
titled : (i) "Uniform Accounting a Prerequisite to Na- 
tional Municipal Statistics," and (2) " Progress toward 
Uniform Municipal Statistics in the United States." In 
the latter paper the work was reviewed up to the close 
of 1900. Since there was practically no discussion of 
the first report, and the main points at issue have 
changed little, if at all, during the year, it seems advis- 
able again to bring the report of 1900 before the Asso- 
ciation. 

Attention is called especially to the eight conclusions 
printed on pages 260-261 of the Proceedings of the 
Thirteenth Annual Meeting, upon which the following 
comments are offered : 

In the year which lias elapsed since the first report 
was made it has become evident that conclusions 1 to 4 
are pretty generally accepted by those interested in the 
subject under discussion. No. 5, relating to cooperative 
efforts, has been even more generously received, and 
several steps have been taken to carry it into effect. 

1 Publications of the American Economic Association, 3d series, 
2 : 254-262. 
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Nos. 6 and y, relating to state control and the publica- 
tion of state summaries, respectively, may be left, with 
advantage, until this movement has attained more defi- 
nite shape and greater volume and force than could be 
be expected in so short a time. 

As to the first part of no. 8, the United States De- 
partment of Dabor, through congressional authorization, 
is continuing its summaries of statistics for cities of 
30,000 and upwards, and it is a pleasure to say the 
work grows better year by year. The last part of no. 
8 might, perhaps, be profitably changed into a general 
inquiry as to what the present Census Office may under- 
take with greatest advantage in the way of municipal 
statistics. This inquiry is more pertinent now than it 
was a year ago, in view of the fact that there is no pros- 
pect that the Census Office will reach the municipal in- 
vestigations before the latter part of 1902. 

Since the Detroit meeting of this Association, a com- 
mittee of the National Municipal League, of which two 
members of your committee are likewise members, has 
been formed. This committee is actively engaged in an 
attempt to formulate a general system of uniform muni- 
cipal accounting. It is also trying to bring into unity 
the efforts of various special societies, like water-works 
associations, to perfect either schemes of accounting or 
summaries of statistics for annual reports. The work 
of the National Municipal Deague committee, up to 
May, 1901, is outlined in a published report, copies of 
which are available here or may be secured from the 
members of either committee. The Deague hopes that 
by the date of its next annual meeting it may be able to 
present both a series of schedules for municipal account- 
ing, and summaries of the statistics of many branches of 
the municipal service. 
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Your own committee requests the members of the 
Association to co-operate in the general movement by 
aiding in the formulation of schedules, and by trying to 
induce city officials generally to apply to their respective 
municipalities and departments the schedules as formu- 
lated. Much of the work is necessarily tentative, and 
its value cannot be judged until the proposed form of 
schedules has been tested by actual practice. 

MoSES N. Baker, Chairman. 

Henry B. Gardner, 

Ed. W. Bemis, 

E. Dana Durand, 

Frederick R. Ceow. 



